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Republika ng Pilipivas
KAGAWARAN NG KATARUNGAN
Department of Justice

Mantla

Urgent and

Confidential

24 Mzay 2013
Chai n and Ex tive Officer
AMADEO R. PEREZ, JR.
Manila Economic and Cultural Office m_[ hi
7/F, Trafalgar Plaza “:%ﬁl —E:ijd\ﬂ
105 FLV. de Ia Costa Street of L By

Salcedo Village, Makati City 1200 COLTURAL &FPHEHD,

Dear Chairman and Executive Officer Perez:

We refer to your letter dated 23 May 2013 transmitting to cur Office
the )cue_r dated 22 May 2013 of Director Chen, Wen-Chi, Department of
Intemational and Cross-Strait Legal Affairs, Ministry of Justice of Taiwan,

reseating the following additio: i 3
the investigabon of the Pingtung
shooting dent involving the Tai

vessel, Kuang Ta Hsing No. 28:

*1. Opportunity to interrogate all the suspects aboard Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) vessel with the present of Filipino investigators.
Interpreters for English/local dialect/Mandarin are needed

3. Opportunity to intecrogate reluvant witnesses.

- .Tc examine a!l firearms and ammunitions used in the incident,
including the chance to shoot live round in order 10 acquire the bullets
for £ ic science lab y inati

“4. To examine the Philippine Coast Guard vessel involved in the incident

:5. To examine the uniform/clothe worn during the incident

6. To examine VDR record, salding log and communication record of
satellite phone of the Philippine Coast Guard vessel

“7. The prescriptions confine law enforcement on sea (rules of
engagement).

*8. Video records when ificident happened.

“9. The act which claims the baselind of seashare of the Philippines.

*10. Basic specifications (ex. weight, speed, maximum horse power, etc.) of
the Philippine Coast Cuard vessel.”

We express our thanks to the Mipistry of Justice of Taiwan for
approving our request that investigators from the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBJ) be allowed to travel to Taiwan for the purpose of their
own investigation of the incident. However, we note that the letter of

irecior Chen dated 22 May 2013 failed to respond to the other requests
for assistance of the NBI, as cantained in our letter dated 20 May 2013.
We, therefore, reiterate herein our request for the other items mentioned
in the aforesaid letter. '

As regards the above-mentioned requests of Taiwan, please be
advised that we have already agreed to the requests under items 3 and 4.
As we have stated in our letter dated 20 May 2013, “the Taiwanese
investigators may inspect the Philippine vessel involved in the incident and
examine the firearms and ammunitions used' by the personnel of the
Philippine Coast Guard". We are 2lso amenable to allowing them to have
the opportunity to shoot live rounds in order to have the bullets fired
subjetted to forensic examination.

Ob items 1 and 2 of the request, we will endeavor to provide that
opportunity by arranging a session where the PCG personnel and relevant
witne:ses, if any, will be requested to attend and respond to any questions
that miay be posed to them by the Tuiwanese investigators. However, the
presence of the PCG personnel and relevant witnesses, if any, in the session
and the giving of statement of those who will decide to attend tbe session
will be on a voluntary basis and they caunot, accordingly, be compelled to

pond to any questions of the Tai investi

gators.

The PCG personnel in particular, being under investigation for the
subject incident, may invoke their right to remain silent and to have
counsal of their own choice.: Thus, the PCG personnel who will decide to be
present in the session may be accompanied by their own counsel. The
witnesses, if any, may also opt to be accompanied by their own counsel
when ey attend the session.

The other items mentioned in the letter of Director Chen dated 22
May 2013 will be made available to the Taiwanese investigators while they
are in the country for the purpose of their own investigation of the incident.
These items include the video record of the incident and a copy of the
Philipsine Baselines Law, which was clarified in a meeting to be the
docunent referred to in item 9 of Director Chen's letter. Arrangements will
al¢o b made for the Taiwanese investigators to examine the VDR record,
sailing log and communications record of satellite phone of the PCG vessel.

We count on the assurances made by Director Chen in her Jetter
dated 22 May 2013 that all the evidence gatbered in the investigation and
the respective findings of the gations of both parties will not be

s Sectior 12(3), Article [i1, 1987 Philippine Consutution
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prematurely disclosed prior to the release of the official report of said
investigations. However, either party should be considered free to release
its off cial report at any time they deem appropniate to do so. As a matter of
courtesy, either party may explain to the othér party the findings of its own
investigation :

With the approval by the Ministry of Justice of Taiwan of our request
for NIl investigators to travel to Taiwan for the above-stated purpose, it is
hoped that immediate artangements can be made for their travel to Taiwan
s0 they can expeditiopsly complete their own investigation of the incident.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

e
P. ):3 CJ{(’ DEZ
ief

Assistant ate Counsel

ika ng Pilipinas
KAGAWARAN NG KATARUNGAN
Department of Justice
Manila

Urgent and
Confidential
24 May 2013

Chairman and Executive Officer Amadeo R. Perez, Jr.
Manila Economic and Cultural Office

7/F, Trafalgar Plaza

105 H.V. de 1a Costa Street

Salcedo Village, Makati City 1200

Dear Chairman and Executive Officer Perez:

With reference to your letter dated 24 May 2013 informing our Office ‘of the|
request of the T: delegati coursed t h the Taiwan Economic and|
Cuttural Office, for their itinerary in the country in connection with their own|
i ization pf the shooting incident involvi the Tai vessel, Kuang Ta Hsing|
No. 28, esenting 10 i by the Ni A
Burean of Investigation {

ur Office the follc

1. Observe/Assist in the conduct of ballistic examinations of the firearms
and cmmunition turned by the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) at the
NBI Main Office;
Escort the inspection of the PCG vessel MCS 300y upon proper
coordination with the PCG and NBI Naticnal Capital Region
investigators,
Furnish the Taiwanese delegates official copies of the pertinent records
gathered in the course of the investigation; .
. Arrange for the conference with concerned officials/personnel of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) who were on board
MCS 3001 2t the time of the incident at the Office of the Deputy
Director for Regional Operations Service (ODDROS), NBI Main Office;
Accommodate, during the conference mention above, the
presentation of the video footages of the incident by the !:(.:G at the NBI
Conference Room in the pi of the Taiwa egal PCG
S nel on board MCS 3001 together with their respective counsels
(which could serve as an svenue by which Taiwanese investigators may
interview PCG persoanel in the presence of their respective counsels);

»

w

»

@

and -
Make available to the Taiwanese delegation the copy of the PCG video
footages of the incident.

o
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